
Which is Best for Me? Comparing Courses in 7th and 8th Grade 
 

When making scheduling decisions for the upcoming school year, one question rising 7th and 
8th graders ask themselves is “Should I take an advanced class?” At the root of this question is 
the simple fact that students are all different. Whether it’s the student’s goals, interests, 
passions, or abilities that make up the difference, there can never be a single “right” approach to 
a student’s individual growth and development.  
 
Please take the time to review and consider the obstacles and opportunities that come with 
enrolling in an advanced class. School counselors are available to answer questions and help 
with guidance as well. 
 

Advanced and Compacted Coursework On-Level Coursework 

Who should consider this coursework? 
 
Students who are highly motivated to 
challenge themselves, have a strong interest 
in the subject area, pick up information 
quickly, and are excited to explore the 
content at a deeper level should consider 
advanced coursework.  
 
Students who enroll in advanced and 
compacted classes can expect to work 
through the content at a faster pace, read 
material that is at and above grade level, and 
regularly engage in classroom activities and 
projects designed to further heighten critical 
thinking, evaluative reasoning, and creativity.  

Who should consider this coursework? 
 
Students who want to learn and be 
successful developing and refining their skills, 
who may or may not have a strong interest in 
the specific subject area, should consider 
on-level coursework.  
 
On-level courses provide students the 
opportunity to develop a strong 
understanding of the content as identified by 
state content standards. Students can expect 
to engage in the material in a variety of ways 
that encourage application and analysis of 
the material and that help students develop 
critical and creative thinking skills. 

How is the content delivered? 
 
Advanced and compacted coursework will be 
regularly approached and explored beyond 
grade level expectations. Students can 
expect to move through content at a quicker 
pace than grade level classes, allowing for 
time to explore content at a deeper level and 
opportunities to create periodic individual and 
collaborative projects. Students are regularly 
expected to use their knowledge of the 
course material to make deeper connections 
between past and future content.  

How is the content delivered? 
 
Students who enroll in on level classes can 
expect to explore the content at a level that is 
age and grade appropriate, write and read 
material that is at or near grade level, and 
participate in classroom discussion and 
activities as well as periodic projects. 
Students will have opportunities throughout to 
engage in activities that stimulate 
communication and collaboration skills and 
develop high level thinking skills.  
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Advanced and Compacted Coursework Grade Level Coursework 

What are some out of class expectations? 
 
Students should expect to regularly spend 
additional time outside of class completing 
assignments and working on projects. 
Students considering compacted courses 
should expect to complete assignments out of 
class nightly.  

What are some out of class expectations? 
 
Students may need to spend additional time 
outside of class completing assignments if 
not completed in class.  

How do I enroll? 
 

Once in 7th or 8th grade, students can, with a parent signature, self-select into any advanced 
class. This takes place through a student’s school counselor. Scheduling is typically in the 
spring. 

Where are the courses offered? 
 

Across the district, grade level classes and advanced classes are offered in the areas of 
math, science, social studies, and language arts. 
 
Compacted classes (7th and 8th grade content taught in one year) are offered to 7th graders 
for math and social studies.  

Why should I consider this class? 
 
Advanced and compacted classes allow 
students to explore content through 
discussions and collaborations with equally 
motivated students and give the opportunity 
to learn from teachers who have professional 
development in how to best instruct gifted 
children. These classes are a place to more 
fully prepare for future high school honors, 
AP (Advanced Placement), IB (International 
Baccalaureate), and CCP (College Credit 
Plus) courses.  

Why should I consider this class? 
 
On-level classes allow for students to explore 
content in a way that is approachable and 
age appropriate and can build a solid 
foundation for writing, reading, and critical 
thinking. Students who take on-level courses 
in middle school will be able to take high 
school honors, AP (Advanced Placement), IB 
(International Baccalaureate), and CCP 
(College Credit Plus) courses in high school.  

  
If you have any questions or would like to further discuss these options for your child, please 
contact your child’s school counselor.  


